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FINAL REPORT
Adiona FĂRCAȘ - LBUS student
The Liechtenstein Experience	
I found out about the possibility of working in the International Office of the University of Liechtenstein 2 weeks before the start of the placement. This meant that I had to decide pretty much on the spot about this and that all the details and paper work had to be solved immediately and very efficiently. Both my home university and my receiving university were very operative, all the details were received on time – details regarding the grant, the interview, the acceptance, details about the residence permit, my accommodation, the grant was delivered before the departure, etc.
I received a very usefull brochure from my soon to be colleagues from Uni Li containing explanations about the way to get to Liechtenstein, accommodation details, costs for living, places for shopping and other usefull information.
Arriving in Liechtenstein
Being a small state, Liechtenstein has no airport and barely any trains arrive there. But there is a good connection by bus with the neighbouring countries – Austria and Switzerland. The easiest way to get from Sibiu to Vaduz is by plane. There is a connecting flight operated from Sibiu to Munich and from Munich to Zurich. From Zurich Airport a train can be taken to Zurich Hauptbahnhof and from there you have a direct train to Sargans or Buchs SG. From any of these small cities you have a local bus that takes you to Vaduz – don’t forget to check the timetable – arriving on Sunday after 11 o’clock may be too late for the bus and the taxi will be about 20 CHF.
	For the coming back trip, I would not recommend the same route as the break between flights is of around 5 hours. Adding the trip to Zurich, the flight itself and the flight from Munich to Sibiu leads you to a total of around 13 hours, which is a lot. So, the best way for coming back is Vaduz – Feldkirch (Austria) by local bus, Feldkirch – Munich by train (You would have to change one or two times, but it’s not so bad) and Munich – Sibiu by plane.
	Accommodation
	Regarding accommodation, at the University of Liechtenstein they have a special department that deals with this, the head being Gabriela Cortes. They can help with the accommodation in the student dormitory – the Squash House, which would be my recommendation, but as well as with private home accommodation. They have a list of people who rent rooms to students, they have better prices for this and they helped me in this manner and everything turned out to be fine. In such private houses you live with the owner (in a separate floor) and on the students floor there are 3-4 rooms with 3-4 students, separate bathroom and kitchen. All the facilities are already there (pots, plates, glasses, etc.), which is a plus, as in the student dormitory you have to buy your own dishes.
	Residence permit
	You need to apply for a residence permit before the departure – you’ll receive all details by email and during the introduction week you’ll already have it! It is compulsory to have it and there’s no way around it!
	University of Liechtenstein
	The Uni Li has two main fields, Architecture and Economics, around 1000 students in all, including bachelor, master and phD students. The greatest thing is the report of employees/students – 1/12! This creates a friendly atmosphere in the university, a certain openness between students and teachers, an easier approach and facilitates connections in the uni.
	Language courses
Although it was not compulsory, I decided to take language courses – which are available all along the semester and you can choose between English, Deutsch and Espanol. I chose tha last two and they were totally worth it – the teachers had different approaches and I liked this a lot. Now I can say I’m a begginer in German and advanced in Spanish after only one semester.
	International Office
	My experience in the International Office of Uni Li was a very special one. They have 3 employees – Trudi– the head of the International Office, Mirjana – responsible for the outgoing students and Simon – responsible for the incomings. Upon arrival, after I participated with the rest of the incomings at the Introduction Week, I was presented by Trudi to the rest of the employees in the Uni, which was of great help for my future contacts with them. This means that you are considered to be one of them, with equal rights and almost equal responsibilities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Regarding my working time in the international office and my duties, they were discussedand agreed upon with the head of the office and myself.
	The work I needed to do was related to the incoming students – organizing events for them, trips, thematic evenings, etc., outgoing students – helping with paper work, creating files, calling for Visa appointments, etc., updating data on the website and getting in contact with partener universities for that and organizing the Staff Training Days, which was the biggest task I had.
Organizing the Staff Training Days at the University of Liechtenstein included emailing our partener universities, making the list of participants, answering individual emails, checking out the hotels that we reccommended for the event, explaining how to reach Liechtenstein and the university, participating in the workshops, taking photos, filling out papers, etc. It was a great experience, with a lot to learn and lots of new acquaintances and fun. It was a real pleasure to have there Mr Daniel Mara from ULBS, who was a great presence at the Staff Training Days.
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Photos from the Staff Training days
	The events organized for the incoming students consisted in thematic evenings like the International Dinner, the Liechtenstein dinner, which had small presentations about the countries and typical food and drinks from the countries.
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Photos from the thematic evenings 
	Another event in which I took part was the Kinder Uni – the event where all the staff from the university brought their children to and 4 students thought them some customs from their home country	. This is how the children from Liechtenstein learnt how to dance “Brasoveanca”.
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	The goodbye event was a trip in the mountains on the Prince’s Trail followed by a visit at a typical Liechtenstein cottage, a swim in an ice cold lake and a well deserved barbecue at the dormitories.
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In my opinion it was worth it – there’s a lot to do and see, learn and practice!
Travel a lot, speak with people from different cultures than yours, with different incomes, perspectives on life and you can learn a lot!
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